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Washington DC

May 2. 1985

EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES' PRESIDENT VISITS WASHINGTON.

His Excellency Monsieur Jacques

De10rs. the President of the Commission of the European Communities. made an official
visit to Washington last week.

It was your Congressman's pleasure to join President

De10rs for dinner on Monday evening. April 22nd. at the residence of Sir Roy Denman.
the European Communities' delegation head in the United States.
The EC. as all know. is an umbrella organization of several Western European
nations for the purpose of economic. agricultural. trade and a host of other international cooperative ventures.

By way of loose analogy. if you compare the Commission

of the European Communities with the United Nations--then President Delors would be
the Secretary General.
At this private dinner honoring President Delors. I was honored with a seat at
the dignitaries' table and I dined with President De1ors. Sir Denman. as well as
Robert Strauss. former U 5 Trade Ambassador and Democratic Party Chairman. Mr Clayton
Yeutter. U 5 Trade Ambassador-designate. General Alexander Haig. Mr Donald H Trautlein
Chairman of Bethlehem Steel Corporation. Mr L Lindsey Halstead. Vice President of the
Ford Motor Company. and representatives from Archers-Danie1-Mid1and and the White
House.

President De10rs was Minister of Finance in the government of French President

Francois Mitterrand from 1981 to 1984 before assuming his leadership position in
the European Communities' Commission.

#

#

fJ

WHAT HAPPENED TO FRONTON'S POST OFFICE.
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In response to an inquiry I made on behalf

of a constituent. the Postmaster General has told me that the U 5 Postal Service is
looking at ways to restore post office services to Fronton in Starr County.

As some

may know. the Fronton post office was closed back in 1976 due to the disability retirement of its postmaster and the inability to recruit another postmaster.
A survey was conducted by the U 5 Postal Service and 65 Fronton residents responded to the questionnaire.

Only three residents opposed closing the post office

back in 1976. 19 residents were in favor of it. and the remainder expressed no opinioq
So the Postal Service did nothing at that time.

Residents of Fronton continue to

receive mail delivery by highway contract route from Rio Grande City and retail offic,
'services are available in Roma--less than six miles away.

If Fronton residents want

more action by the Postal Service. I will help them secure it.

The Postal Service is

trying to identify a contractor who would be willing to re-open an office. and that's
'-g-o-od":'".----U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 2 0 6 1 5 - - - - - -
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MCALLEN RESIDENT ATTENDS USDA FARM FORUM.

Mrs Jan Long of McAllen came to Washington

April 24-26 to attend the Fifth Annual Farm Women's Forum sponsored by the USDA.
Approximately 200 farm women from 43 states have joined together for this year's
event--and the purpose of the forum is to provide farm women with current information
on agricultural issues and to encourage spreading the "farm story" to the public.
There was much to do at this year's forum.

Sessions on farm legislation, federa

agency programs, and electronic communications were presented.

We know Mrs Long

enjoyed her trip and we congratulate her on representing farm women throughout South
Texas at this important yearly event.
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CINCO DE MAYO.
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Every May 5th we remember the day in 1862 when the Mexican people

began the long and hard job of tossing the French out on their ears.

It began with

the battle of Puebla and the Mexican army was led by General Ignacio Saragoza, born
in Bahia del Espiritu Santo near the Texas town of Goliad!

In 1867, five years later

the Mexicans won their last victory against the French Emperor and his leader in
Mexico--Archduke Maximilian of Austria--and Mexico was again returned to the Mexican
people.

We remember their bravery on "Cinco de Mayo," and I guess we might say it

was a Texan who led the victorious Mexican army.
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PALM TRANSPLANTS IN SAN PATRICIO COUNTY. Stately palm trees have lined the center
median of U S Highway 181 in San Patricio County for a long time, but now they must
be removed. The State Department of Highways, fulfilling my request for an explanation in response to worries by some residents in the area, has the following to
report.
The Federal Highway Administration has committed some hazard-elimination funds
to help restore the highway and connect it to PM 3239. Federal safety regulations
require the palm trees to be removed.
Why? Because the palms have been sadly implicated in 47 traffic accidents
resulting in six deaths and 32 injuries. This is a 81% accident percentage with
a fixed object compared with a state-wide percentage of 13.4% for fixed object
accidents.
Twelve palm trees were removed by the state as part of a road resurfacing
project--but the remaining 19 will need to go before the federally financed construction phase begins. But the state will transplant these 19 palms into locations
which are compatible with safety requirements--and that's good news.
The palm is a symbol of South Texas and the State Highway Department assures
me that every effort is made to save, and utilize palms as part of its commitment
to highway beautification.
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VISITORS FROM SOUTH TEXAS Mrs Morene H Myatt of McAllen; Mr and Mrs H M Peterson
of Mission; J C Turner of Floresville. Mrs Rachael Perleman of Brownsville;
Mr Winston WLorenz of Stockdale, Mr Erich Wendl of Corpus Christi.
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